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NEWSLETTER 
RIPON CHORAL SOCIETY 

15 November 2014 

‘Sacrifices’ commemorates the centenary of 

the Great War by setting some of its most 

famous poems to music. This is the world 

premiere of this work by Yorkshire composer 

Patrick Lee. The other work in this concert is 

Mozart’s ‘Requiem’  

13 December 2014 

Handel’s ‘Messiah’ - RCS’s traditional 

Christmas performance in front of a packed 

house in Ripon Cathedral 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

WORKS FOR THE AUTUMN TERM 2014  
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Normal rehearsals take place on Wednesdays 
in the Hall at Ripon Grammar School at 19.30.  

Start date:-3 September. Last rehearsal:-10 
December.  There is NO half-term break but 
the rehearsal will be at Holy Trinity Church.   

Additional Rehearsals in Ripon Cathedral: 

14 /11/14 at 19.30 and 15/11/14 at 13.30. 

12/12/14 at 19.30 and 13/12/14 at 13.30 
 

 
There was quite a bit of last minute adjusting of seating in 
June - more than usual, largely because seats were 
provided for members who were not going to sing and 
who had not been in a position to say so. So in future, 
members will not be asked to tick a box in the registers. A 
separate system will be tried out. Charts will be circulated 
- impossible to ignore! We will get to a near-definitive list 
of singers; then ten days before the concert, we will send 
round the blank seating plan for names to be entered. 
Those who miss that practice and have not briefed a 
friend will be put into a space; final adjustments on the 
Wednesday before the performance.   

RCS 60TH ANNIVERSARY SOCIAL EVENT 

 
This will take place at Bishop Monkton Village 
Hall on Tuesday 30th September from 19.00 / 
19.30 to 23.00. 
 
To keep costs down, some refreshments will be 
provided by external caterers but some will be 
provided by choir members. In this way, we hope 
to keep costs down and make the party 
accessible to all.  
 
Other “entertainment” will be provided by choir 
members.  For example, John Kiberd has 
compiled a music quiz for the evening. 
 

Ros Higson is arranging the event but needs 
support from members.  Volunteers are welcome 
for a working committee to finalise arrangements 
and facilitate the occasion. 
 
It is planned to meet early in September to get 
the ball rolling. Please email Ros on 
rosalindhigson@btinternet.com or contact her at 
rehearsals to volunteer. 
 
 

 

SEATING PLANS – PATRICK EARLE 

mailto:margaret-secretary@riponchoralsociety.org.uk
mailto:rosalindhigson@btinternet.com


LAST JUNE’S CONCERT REVIEW BY M. DAVIES 

 

 

Ripon Choral Society celebrated their 60th Anniversary in Ripon 
Cathedral on Saturday 21st June. The programme for this 
celebratory concert was an interesting balance between music 
that had been performed, albeit infrequently, by the Society over 
the last 60 years and the inclusion, for the first time, of an organ 
concerto.  
 
The Bach Magnificat is a brave choice to begin any concert 
programme for it demands confidence and agility from the singers 
so that the baroque style is reflected with energy and attack. In 
this performance the Ripon Choral Society grew in confidence as 
the piece progressed and there were some memorable moments 
when the blend and the balance was very effective. In “Suscepit 
Israel” the sopranos and altos sang with a beautiful well balanced 
tone and some lovely phrasing. Orchestra D’Amici’s playing was 
stylish with some glittering trumpet playing. 
 
The Poulenc concerto for organ strings and timpani is structured 
in a single continuous movement within which are different 
moods and styles.   Greg Smith demonstrated his understanding 
of the concerto giving a fine performance on the newly 
refurbished cathedral organ capturing the humour as well as the 
power and lyricism in his performance. He was, quite rightly, very 
well received by the audience and particularly by RCS for whom 
he is their official accompanist. The strings of Orchestra D’Amici 
entered into the spirit of the concerto effectively. The ‘cello 
playing was impassioned and the timpani relished the opportunity 
to play a significant and vital role in this work. 
    
In the Haydn Nelson Mass we heard the Choral Society in fine 
voice with heads up and singing with confidence. They captured 
the joy and exuberance embodied in the lovely Haydn melodies 
and responded to the demands of each chorus with sensitivity 
and assurance. The whole ensemble in this performance- 
including the soloists- was secure. Clemmie Franks, alto, delighted 
us all with her rich, warm toned voice and Katy Kelly, soprano, 
was much more confident in this work and sang with agility and 
clarity. The tenor soloist, Tom Morss, has a light and true voice 
and his articulation was very crisp. The sonorous, rich sounds of 
the bass baritone Tim Murphy filled the Cathedral and he gave a 
very earnest performance. Of all the soloists, however, it was 
Clemmie Franck that engaged with the audience most effectively. 
 
As always John Dunford directed the concert with skill, 
enthusiasm and unerring musicianship. How fortunate the Choral 
Society is to have such a gifted and dedicated director to lead 
them into the next 60 years.  
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Didn’t get one of the souvenir 
programmes at the 60th Anniversary 
Concert in June?  
 
It’s not too late! There are 50 still 
available. 
 
To purchase at the knockdown price of  
£2 each, please contact Rosalind 
Higson.  
 

 

 

 

2014/15 subs are now due. They are £85 
for a single membership and £160 for a 
double membership. For those people with 
online banking facilities it would be much 
appreciated if you would pay direct to the 
bank using the following details: 
Account: 90701807; Sort code: 40-38-23; 
Reference: voice part + name    
e.g. 'SOP A SMITH' 
 
Your prompt payment is a great help. Thank 
you.  
 

 

 

 

 

60TH ANNIVERSARY PROGRAMMES 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE NOW – MESSAGE FROM 
IRENE HALL 

 



 
  

 

CAROLS AT FOUNTAINS CHRISTMAS 

2014  

WATCH THIS SPACE FOR MORE 

INFORMATION! 

 

FUND-RAISING OPPORTUNITIES FOR MEMBERS 

 

PRODUCE STALL. 
 

The next produce stall will be on 17 September – 

crops are really amazing this year so we can 

expect an impressive range of products.  

Contact Patrick Earle to volunteer help and for 

more information. 

 

“SMALL CHOIR” OR “WEDDING SINGERS”. 

If you are interested in this occasional and fun 

way of helping to raise money for the choir and 

would be prepared to be the official contact for 

the choir, please let the Chair – Andrew Hill or 

the Secretary know.   

If you are arranging a wedding, don’t forget the 

discount for members.  

 

 
 

“Philip Powell would be pleased to hear from the 
gentleman with whom he had a short 
conversation some months ago now, when a link 
with Colne Valley was mentioned. For some 
reason the conversation was not followed 
through, & Philip is curious to be reminded & 
know more – which can be done via email 
address heathermp@talktalk.net” 
If you are the person, or know who he may be, it 
would be good to hear from you!” 

 

 
 

 

MESSAGES FROM CHOIR MEMBERS 
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OTHER MUSICAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU 
(from publicity sent to RCS)  

Come and Sing Handel’s Messiah – see 
opposite.  
 
This is the message received from the organizer: 
 
Saturday 18th October is the date for this 
special Come & Sing performance of Handel's 
Messiah, which is being organised in the great 
charity tradition, this time to raise urgently 
needed funds to support malnourished children 
in Gaza. You are warmly invited to join us on 
your own or with friends and choir members for 
this great choral work. If you prefer not to sing, 
just come and listen to the evening 
performance, which begins at 7pm. 
 
How 
Singers are asked to register in advance so we 
know how many to expect; we are aiming for a 
chorus of 200. The chorus will have around 3 
hours rehearsal on the day. 
 
For more information see RCS Noticeboard at 
rehearsals or contact Sue Cooke, the organizer, 
by email: sue@j-cooke.net or mobile: 07799 
034484 
 
 
 
 

http://www.choraline.com/
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